


T h a n k  y o u .

Con s ide r in g th e  la n d u n de r  a n d a rou n d e n e rgy  de v e lopme n t is  a  s t e p ov e r look e d by  ma n y . 
Howe v e r, it  is  r a pidly  e me rgin g a s  both  a n  oppor tu n it y  a n d be s t pr a c tic e  for  de ploy me n t of 
s olu tion s  th a t  h e lp u s  a ddr e s s  t h e  c lima te  a n d biodiv e r s it y  c r is e s  c on c u r r e n t ly . 

De ma n d for  s ola r  e n e rgy  c on tin u e s  to a c c e le r a t e . Sign e d powe r  pu r c h a s e  a gr e e me n ts  
e x c e e din g 7 0 giga wa tts  will r e s u lt  in  mor e  th a n  500,000 a c r e s  of n e w PV s ola r  by  th e  e n d 
of 2024 , with  million s  mor e  a c r e s  to follow. A wa rmin g wor ld will in c r e a s in gly  n e e d r e s ilie n t  
a n d h igh -pe r forma n c e  c le a n  e n e rgy  s olu tion s  wh e r e  e c ologic a l s y s t e ms  c a n  be n e fit  t h e  
t e c h n ologic a l s y s t e ms .

Solu tion s  will n ot e me rge  a n d 
improv e  u n le s s  we  a s k  for  th e m. 

By  c on s ide r in g h ow to le v e r a ge  
y ou r  bu y in g powe r, y ou ’v e  t a k e n  
a n  impor ta n t s t e p to prov e  th a t  
t h e  ma r k e t  is  s t ron g a n d in n ov a tiv e  
e n ou gh  to produ c e  a  win -win -win  
for  c le a n  e n e rgy , th e  e n v iron me n t, 
a n d a gr ic u lt u r e .

F or  ou r  pros pe rou s  fu t u r e ,

Rob Da v is
Dir e c tor, Ce n te r  for  Pollin a tor s  in  E n e rgy
F r e s h  E n e rgy
da v is @fr e s h - e n e rgy .org

@robfa rgo

De e p-roote d pe r e n n ia l v e ge ta tion  s e qu e s te r s  
c a rbon  a n d is  r e s ilie n t  to drou gh ts  a n d down pou r s .



PV Plu s : Amp lify  t h e  Su s t a in a bilit y  a n d Bio div e r s it y  Be n e fi t s  o f So la r

An  e ffe c t iv e  wa y  to prov is ion  pollin a tor - fr ie n dly  s ola r  is  t h rou gh  a  c ompa n y ’s  s t a n da rd 
proc u r e me n t proc e s s . No ma tte r  wh e th e r  t h e  bu s in e s s  s e e k s  a  powe r  pu r c h a s e  a gr e e me n t 
or  to be  th e  lon g-te rm own e r  of a  giv e n  proje c t, v e n dor s  will me e t a n d e x c e e d e x pe c ta t ion s  
wh e n  la n gu a ge  r e ga rdin g e s ta blis h me n t a n d ma n a ge me n t of grou n d c ov e r  is  in c lu de d in  
t h e  RF P, PPA, or  oth e r  a gr e e me n ts .

[SE CT ION] E n v ir o n me n t a l Ap p r o v a ls , Pe rmitt in g, a n d Co mp lia n c e  
T h e  Compa n y  will e v a lu a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  to wh ic h  t h e �propos a l in c lu de s  th e  r e qu ir e d e n v iron �
me n ta l a pprov a ls  a n d pe rmits  for  c on s tr u c t ion  of th e  RF P Proje c t a n d wh e th e r  t h e  a ppropr ia te  
t ime lin e s  h a v e  be e n  in c lu de d in  t h e  proje c t s c h e du le . T h e  Compa n y  is  c ommitte d to s u ppor tin g 
pollin a tor  fr ie n dly  h a bita t a t  ou r  s ola r  fa c ilit ie s . We  r e qu ir e  Propos e r s  to prov ide  a  pollin a tor  
h a bita t s c or e c a rd a s s e s s me n t form with  th e ir  propos e d bid pa c k a ge .

T h e  Compa n y  a ls o e n c ou r a ge s  Propos e r s  to dis c los e  a n y  profe s s ion a ls  on  th e  de v e lopme n t 
te a m with  E NVISION SP c e r tific a t ion  by  th e  In s t it u t e  for  Su s ta in a ble  In fr a s t r u c t u r e .

[IF  INCL UDING SCORING CRIT E RIA] So la r  Po llin a t o r  As s e s s me n t  Sc o r in g
Pollin a tor  h a bita t a s s e s s me n t: T h e  Compa n y  will prov ide  a  s c or e  to e a c h  propos a l ba s e d on  
th e  propos a l’s  pollin a tor  h a bita t s c or e c a rd a s s e s s me n t form, n otin g th e  Propos e r ’s  pla n  
a n d c ommitme n t to s u ppor tin g pollin a tor - fr ie n dly  h a bita t a t  ou r  s ola r  fa c ilit ie s . T h e  s c or e  will 
c on s tit u t e  1 0% of th e  ov e r a ll e v a lu a t e d v a lu e  of e a c h  propos a l.

Xc e l E n e rgy , Con n e x u s  E n e rgy , 
SMMPA, & City  of Min n e a polis  
r e c ogn iz e d for  pollin a tor  fr ie n dly  
Sola r  proc u r e me n t c ommitme n ts  a t  
Ph e a s a n t  F e s t , n a t ion ’s  la rge s t 
ga th e r in g of ph e a s a n t  h u n t e r s  a n d 
c on s e r v a t ion is ts . 

Addition a lly , by  a s k in g for  PV s ola r  proje c ts  t h a t  prov ide  c o-be n e fit s  in  a ddition  to c a rbon -fr e e  
e le c t r ic it y , c orpor a tion s  a n d e le c t r ic  u t ilit ie s  c a n  ge n e r a t e  goodwill a mon g a gr ic u lt u r a l, 
c on s e r v a t ion , a n d e n v iron me n ta l s t a k e h olde r s  e v e n  be for e  proje c ts  a r e  s e le c t e d. T h is  r e du c e s  
t ime , r is k , a n d tota l proje c t c os ts  for  a ll pa r tie s .

☑

 Reviewed by RMI (Rocky Mountain Institute)

https://sustainableinfrastructure.org/credentialing/envision-sustainability-professional-env-sp/
https://fresh-energy.org/beeslovesolar/pollinator-friendly-solar-scorecards/


Po we r  Pu r c h a s e  Agr e e me n t  L a n gu a ge  fo r  Po llin a t o r  a n d 
Agr ic u lt u r a lly  F r ie n dly  So la r  

Se c t io n  X. Agr ic u lt u r a l a n d Po llin a t o r  F r ie n dly  L a n ds c a p in g. 

X.1   [Pu r c h a s e r ] is  c ommitte d to s u ppor tin g e n h a n c e d pe r e n n ia l v e ge ta tion  th a t  fa c ilit a t e s  
in c r e a s e d e c ologic a l s e r v ic e s  a n d e n v iron me n ta l be n e fit s  for  th e  s it e  a n d h os t c ommu n ity  
in c lu din g h e a lt h y  h a bita ts  for  pollin a tor s  a n d a gr ic u lt u r a l u s e . T h e  followin g r e qu ir e me n ts  
a r e  a pplic a ble  to a  F a c ilit y  if s u c h  F a c ilit y  is  (a ) loc a te d on  a r a ble  la n d a n d (b) is  a  
grou n d-mou n te d s ola r  ph otov olta ic  (PV) r e s ou r c e  t h a t  impa c ts  a t  le a s t  5 a c r e s  in  tota l s it e  s iz e . 

J�  Se lle r  s h a ll prov ide  a  wr itte n  n a r r a t iv e  t h a t  de s c r ibe s  th e  v e ge ta tion  de s ign  a n d
ma n a ge me n t pla n  for  th e  s it e , in c lu din g: la n ds c a pe  dr a win gs ; c omple te  s e e d/pla n t lis t in gs ;
s it e  pr e pa r a tion  a n d e s ta blis h me n t pla n ; a n d, a  c omple te d Pollin a tor - F r ie n dly  Sola r
Sc or e c a rd de mon s tr a t in g th e  s it e  a c h ie v e s  a  s c or e  of “ me e ts  s t a n da rd”  or  a bov e  (s e e
e x a mple , [Ap p e n dix  Z] a n d lis t  of s ta t e  s c or e c a rds ). Se lle r  s h a ll u s e  r e a s on a ble  e ffor ts  to
prov ide  s u c h  n a r r a t iv e  to [Pu r c h a s e r ] n o la te r  t h a n  t h e  c on s tr u c t ion  c omme n c e me n t da te .

JJ�  Se lle r  s h a ll prov ide  [Pu r c h a s e r ] with  a n  u pda te d Pollin a tor  Sc or e c a rd with in  s ix t y  (60)�da y s
a ft e r  e a c h  two (2) Con tr a c t  Ye a r  pe r iod du r in g th e  De liv e r y  T e rm. Se lle r  s h a ll u s e
c omme r c ia lly  r e a s on a ble  e ffor ts  to a c h ie v e  a n d ma in ta in  a  s c or e  of a t “ me e ts  s t a n da rd”
on �t h e  Pollin a tor  Sc or e c a rd.

JJJ�  Se lle r  s h a ll in s ta ll s ign a ge  a t th e  proje c t bou n da r ie s  to in form th e  pu blic  a n d s e r v ic e
prov ide r s  a bou t th e  e n v iron me n ta lly  be n e fic ia l v e ge ta tion  a n d ma in te n a n c e  c on s ide r a tion s .

JW�  Se lle r  s h a ll r e s tor e  a ll s it e  de v e lopme n t a r e a s , wh ic h  in c lu de  bu t a r e  n ot limite d to
te mpor a r y  pa r k in g, te mpor a r y  roa dwa y s  a n d te mpor a r y  s tor a ge  loc a tion s , t h a t  ma y  h a v e
be e n  dis tu rbe d du r in g c on s tr u c t ion  with  t h e  e n h a n c e d pe r e n n ia l v e ge ta tion .

X.2  Se lle r  is  s t ron gly  e n c ou r a ge d to c on s ide r, bu t is  n ot r e qu ir e d to imple me n t, t h e  followin g
s ola r  a r r a y  de s ign  e le me n ts  to prov ide  in c r e a s e d e c ologic a l s e r v ic e s  a n d r e du c tion s  in
ma in te n a n c e  c os ts : 

eҼ 3 0-in c h  min imu m h e igh t a bov e  grou n d of th e  lowe s t e dge  of th e  s ola r  pa n e ls .

eeҼ Bu r y in g c on du its  a n d wir in g with  h ome r u n s  t igh t to bottom of pa n e ls .

eeeҼ  Ve ge ta tion  ma n a ge me n t th a t  in c lu de s  rota tion a l gr a z in g of s h e e p, followin g be s t pr a c tic e �
gu ida n c e  of Ame r ic a n  Sola r  Gr a z in g As s oc ia tion .

es Ҽ De s ign in g in te r - row a c c e s s / s pa c in g to e n a ble  v e ge ta tion  ma n a ge me n t.

s Ҽ Utiliz in g Dr ift Wa tc h  or  s imila r  r e gis tr a t ion  to pr e v e n t  s it e  from in a dv e r te n t ly  be in g 
s pr a y e d.

s eҼ Con s e r v a t ion  of fu n c t ion in g h a bita t on  or  a dja c e n t  to th e  s it e .

s eeҼUp ` �la�_` ` o ӣ p q v h` �tls ` k �teo ` �a` k ^ ek c�ek p q ` [ _�la�^ d [ ek ӣ hek g �a` k ^ ` p Ҽ

Addition a l pollin a tor  r e fe r e n c e  ma te r ia ls  c a n  be  fou n d a t fr e s h - e n e rgy .org/be e s lov e s ola r, 
in c lu din g be s t pr a c tic e s  a n d r e s ou r c e s .
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https://fresh-energy.org/beeslovesolar/pollinator-friendly-solar-scorecards/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212041620301698?via%3Dihub
https://driftwatch.org
http://fresh-energy.org/beeslovesolar/



